
 
 

  

Exploring a Climate Ready Place 

SECONDARY SHOOL WORKSHOP PLAN 

 

  

This lesson plan and accompanying resources have been developed in partnership with pas www.pas.org.uk 



 

Exploring A Climate Ready Place 

Secondary School Workshop Plan 

 

 

List of supporting resources for this workshop 
 

Resource 1: Image set – different environments 

Resource 2: ‘Adapted’ Place Standard tool 

Resource 3: PowerPoint presentation 

Resource 4: Climate landscape scenarios and info sheets 

Resource 5: Climate cards 

 

Introducing the concept of ‘place’ 

Suggested time: 30 minutes 

 Briefly introduce the aims of the workshop – for the students to think about their place and 

different environments and how a changing climate might impact their place. 

 Suggestion: Before starting the first activity, it may be helpful to run an energiser activity to 

get students active and engaged. This is particularly helpful if the class is made up of 

students from different classes, year groups or schools. 

 

Activity 1: Understanding different environments 

1. Have students work in groups of four to six. Each group receives a full bundle of A4 colour 

printed images [Resource 1] and spreads these out on their table, or on ground around them 

if there is space.  

2. Ask each student to select two images that interest them. These may be images that are 

visually interesting, images that tell a story about how people use the land and space around 

them; or even images that they don’t understand but would like to know more about – any 

image that resonates with them. 

3. Ask the students to discuss in their groups why they selected those particular images. 

4. Bring students’ attention back to the front and go around the class asking each group to 

share one or two images and why they picked those images.  

5. Facilitate discussion about the environments the students have selected – do students think 

these are ‘good’ or ‘bad’ environments to live in, do they prompt any comment about 

society and how people live, what might students do to improve or change these 

environments? 

  



 

How good is our place? 

Suggested time: 60 – 90 minutes 

 This activity follows on from the previous one in which students considered the concept of 

place and how we shape different environments. The objective of this next activity is for the 

students to consider and debate how good their place is – and how they can improve it. 

 It would be helpful for teachers to familiarise themselves with the Place Standard tool in 

advance. The original tool with an additional guide to its use is available at 

www.placestandard.scot 

 

Activity 2: Place Standard assessment 

1. [Resource 2] Introduce the Place Standard tool and what is aims to achieve. 

2. Have students work in groups. If all students are from the same place then it doesn’t matter 

how the students organise their groups. However, it can be useful to split the students up 

into their respective areas/towns if the class covers a wide area. This will allow students to 

consider the places that are most relevant to them during the activity. 

3. Ask groups to work through the Place Standard tool. 

 The group works together, with each student completing their own A4 sheet with 

scores and reasons. 

 After each student has filled in their response to each question, the group discusses 

the issue and collectively takes an average score for the group and marks this, along 

with their comments under the ‘why’ section on the A3 sheet. 

4. Ask students to individually write their three lowest scoring categories on to post-it notes 

(one per post-it). The group then sticks these onto a large sheet of paper (e.g. a sheet of flip 

chart paper, or perhaps stick them onto a wall) and group them together to indicate which 

categories have scored the lowest. Ask each group to discuss the collectively agreed three 

lowest scoring categories and to come up with possible solutions to improve these issues. 

5. The facilitator asks each group for their scores and then a class discussion about the groups’ 

findings e.g. is there broad agreement or disagreement on particular topics, what are the 

key reasons behind the highest and lowest scores. 

 It would be useful to draw particular attention to the climate category and to tease 

out students’ responses to that question (to help lead into the next activity about 

climate adaptation). 

 

http://www.placestandard.scot/
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Is our place ready for a changing climate? 

Suggested time: 60 minutes 

 This activity aims to develop the students’ understanding of place by asking them to 

consider their own place in the context of a changing climate. Having worked through the 

Place Standard tool, this is now an opportunity to consider how the quality of their place 

may be impacted by climate change – and how their place might adapt to be more resilient 

to a changing climate in the future. 

 Facilitators should feel comfortable with the concept of climate change and actions that can 

be taken to adapt. Resources 3 and 4 will assist with understanding. 

Activity 3: Adapting to a changing climate 

1. [Resource 3] Explain the concepts of climate change, with images of the impacts of climate 

change so far in Scotland. 

2. Give each group a large map and some images of the place (e.g. town, village or region) 

where the school is situated [teacher/facilitator to prepare these]. Ask the students to 

identify places which have been affected or could be affected in the future by a changing 

climate. 

3. [Resource 4] There are six sets of landscape scenarios – the facilitator/teacher should pick 

one in advance (i.e. if the school is in a coastal environment, it would make sense to use the 

coastal landscape). 

4. Have students work in groups. Give pupils A3 print outs of the ‘unadapted’ and ‘adapting’ 

landscape graphics. Ask each group to identify and circle the differences between the two 

versions of the landscape. 

5. [Resource 5] Give each group the appropriate climate card set for the given landscape (e.g. 

use the coastal climate cards if focusing on the coastal landscape scenario). 

6. Groups begin with climate cards facing picture side up and discuss what they think the 

adaptation method might be. After trying to identify the change, they turn over the cards to 

reveal the text explanation. 

7. Discuss the methods as a class to ensure students have a good understanding. Teachers / 

facilitators could provide additional information about adaptation actions depending on how 

well the pupils have identified the different actions themselves. 

8. Ask each group to go back to the original map/images of their local environment and match 

up the areas affected by climate change with some of the adaption methods explained – can 

they identify areas in their local place or region that could benefit from adaptation 

methods? 


